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Guest Editorial

By Ira Fleckman

here is nothing more fun than an in-school wrestling dual meet. The atmos-

phere is electric. The coaches don't need to do or say anything to fire up the

competitors. The home team sees their fellow students and teachers in the

stands and understands that anything less than an all out effort will haunt
them for the remainder of their high school career. The visiting team understands that
they must represent their school's honor, that the home team's wrestlers are going to
make every effort to shine at their expense and that for some reason guys from another
school always look better to girls from another school. The referee will not need to call
stalling nor worry about minor infractions of the rules, as these won't cause either
wrestler to be distracted from the task at hand. Sportsmanship will not be an issue as no
wrestler wishes to show himself less than a worthy competitor and representative of his
school. The coaches, too, will show restraint and allow their wrestlers to take center
stage.

All the referee must do is remind the wrestlers not to forget the rules and to make
certain to penalize the very first act that is too aggressive or results from frustration. No
wrestler wishes to be penalized for doing anything wrong in front of his peers and men-
tors. The referee may find it advisable to not look too closely at minor infractions that
don't give either wrestler an advantage. Any stop in the action may cause the spectators
to indulge in providing their own entertainment. It is necessary for the referee to make
his signals crisp and clear and to insure that the scorekeepers are not distracted either
by the action or by fellow students asking for explanations of the scoring. If there is a
dispute over the score, the break in the action will result in the spectators becoming dis-
tracted and disinterested. In these matches it is necessary to keep the bouts moving and
not have any delays.

The coach and his announcer can help by not conducting the usual pre-match face-
off. Announcing the weight class and names of the competitors as they check in and
perform the pre-match handshake will save time and the focus of the spectators will be
on the individuals who will be wrestling. Having teams do warm-ups and other pre-
match ceremonies prior to the arrival of the spectators will result in more wrestlers get-
ting on the mat to perform in front of their fellow students. It is in everyone's interest to
have as many matches wrestled while the spectators are in attendance. However, when
the bell sounds ending the school day and the spectators must board their busses, it is
best to stop the action until the gymnasium is cleared. Many students will stay to see
the final matches if they have their own transportation.

It is also a fact that students will pay the cost of a ticket willingly in order to get out
of the normal classroom activities. The money for admission is usually important to the
wrestling program. However, the ability to demonstrate the sport of amateur wrestling
and to allow the wrestlers to demonstrate what they have learned is worth more to the
program. Some spectators will want to test their own abilities and they will join the
team. Many will want to attend the next match and become team supporters.

Educationally, financially and entertainment-wise these in-school matches are a win
win situation for all concerned. gk
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Beast of the East Tournament. Championship semifi-
nals. 160 Ib. Mark Perry, Blair Academy, New Jersey
(blue), defeated Vinnie Salek, Toms River East, New
Jersey, T20-3. Photo by Robert L. Preston.

NATIONAL ACTION WRESTLING

PHOTO CONTEST

Send your best action wrestling photos. The best photos will be rec-
ognized each issue. The outstanding color photo will be featured on
the cover, poster or T-shirt. Cover photos to be submitted as 5x7
print.




