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Editorial

By Cody Bryant

Louis, Missouri played host to the NCAA 2004 Division | Wrestling Championships

on March 18-20th. Wrestling fans (86,675 paid attendance) witnessed another year of
great wrestling and upsets. Oklahoma State lead after the second round and never looked
back as they claimed their 32nd National Championship with seven All-Americans includ-
ing one champion. The real race was for second place with lowa in the drivers seat going
into the finals. It didn’t take long for lowa to clinch 2nd place when CIiff Moore won at 141
Ibs. Lehigh moved into sole third place after Troy Letters big win over Tyrone Lewis at 165
Ibs. Ohio State moved back into a tie with Lehigh when Tommy Rowlands decisioned Pat
Cummins 6-2. lllinois was leaped frogged by Nebraska and lowa State for 5th and 6th place
respectively and Minnesota jumped over Oklahoma for 8th place with Damon Hahn’s win
at 197 Ibs. Michigan rounded out the top ten teams.

The Championships began with eight returning NCAA Champions; Travis Lee, Cornell,
Johnny Thompson, Oklahoma State, Teyon Ware, Oklahoma, Ryan Bertin, Michigan, Jake
Rosholt, Oklahoma State, Greg Jones (2002), West Virginia, Damion Hahn, Minnesota and
Tommy Rowlands (2002), Ohio State. Four of the eight returning champions lost in the semi-
finals (Johnny Thompson lost in the quarterfinals). Jones, Hahn and Rowlands were able to
repeat. Five wrestlers entered the tournament undefeated; Scott Moore, Virginia 46-0 at 141
Ibs., Alex Tirapelle, Illinois 30-0 at 157 Ibs., Jake Perival (2nd time), Ohio University 34-0 at
157 Ibs., Matt Gentry, Stanford 36-0 at 157 Ibs. and Greg Jones (2nd time), West Virginia 21-
0 at 184 Ibs. This year produced another solid crop of freshmen qualifiers with 52 out of the
330 wrestlers entered. Eight became All-Americans and Ben Askren, Missouri was the lone
freshman in the finals.

Two seeded wrestlers (#8 Joe Dubuque, Indiana and #9 Cory Cooperman, Lehigh) lost
in the opening round pigtails but were able to come back and place (8th and 7th respective-
ly). Two of the biggest upsets of the Championships occured when two-time defending
champion Johnny Thompson, Oklahoma State was upset in the quarterfinals round by Josh
Moore, Penn State 8-7. Then Josh’s brother, Scott Moore, Virginia was dominated by Cliff
Moore, lowa in the semifinals 14-2. Thompson and Scott Moore both fought back to place
third.

The 80 All-Americans came from the following states that they call home; Pennsylvania
(14), Ohio (10), New Jersey (8), Oklahoma (8), lowa (6), California (5), Kansas (4), Wisconsin
(4), New York (3), lllinois (2), Arizona, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia,
Washington each with one All-American.

See complete results of the NCAA Division I, Il, Ill;, NAIA and NJCAA starting on
page 6. ..

F or the second time in five years the Savvis Center (formerly the Kiel Center) in Saint

Championship Finals
125 - Jason Powell, Nebraska dec. Kyle Ott, Illinois 17-2
133 - Zach Roberson, lowa St. dec. Josh Moore, Penn St. 7-3
141 - Cliff Moore, lowa dec. Matt Murray, Nebraska 5-2
149 - Jesse Jantzen, Harvard dec. Zack Esposito, Okla. St. 9-3
157 - Matt Gentry, Stanford dec. Jake Percival, Ohio 4-2
165 - Troy Letters, Lehigh dec. Tyrone Lewis, Okla. St. 5-2
174 - Chris Pendleton, Okla. St. dec. Ben Askren, MO11-4
184 - Greg Jones, West VA dec. Ben Heizer, No. lllinois 10-5
197 - Damion Hahn, Minnesota dec. Ryan Fulsaas, lowa 7-2
275 - Tommy Rowlands, Ohio St. dec. Pat Cummins, Penn St. 6-2

Top Ten

1.0klahoma St.
2. lowa
3. Lehigh

Ohio State

. Nebraska

. lowa State

. lllinois

. Minnesota

. Oklahoma

. Michigan

NCAA Division | 197 - Damion Hahn, Minnesota, was the only cham-
pion to defend his title from last with a 7-2 decision over Ryan
Fulsaas, lowa. Photo by Wyatt Schultz.

NATIONAL ACTION WRESTLING PHOTO CONTEST

Send your best action wrestling photos. The best photos will be recognized
each issue. The outstanding color photo will be featured on the cover, poster or
T-shirt. Cover photos to be submitted as 5x7 print.




