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ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Highlighted by a quarterfinalist with an unblemished Thursday, App State advanced three wrestlers to the second
day of the NCAA Championships, and the Mountaineers even produced a buzzer-beating win worthy of March.
 
Jonathan Millner went 2-0 at 149 pounds to reach the quarterfinal round of the double-elimination event, while night session victories
from Codi Russell at 125 pounds and Sean Carter at 133 pounds mean they'll also continue competing Friday at the Enterprise
Center.
 
App State had a school-record seven wrestlers qualify for this week's championships, as Anthony Brito (141 pounds), Cody
Bond (157), Will Formato (165) and Thomas Flitz (174) participated in two matches apiece Thursday.

Wrestling resumes Friday at 11 a.m. ET. 
 
Seeded seventh, Millner posted a 7-3 decision against 26th-seeded Anthony Cheloni from Northern Illinois before accumulating three
takedowns in the first period of a 9-8 decision against 23rd-seeded Triston Lara from Northern Iowa. Six of the top eight seeds in that
bracket have reached the quarterfinals, and the challenge separating Millner from a semifinal berth (and the guaranteed All-America
status that goes with it) is second-seeded Austin O'Connor from North Carolina.
 
The 16th-seeded Russell won an NCAA match for the second time in his career, bouncing back from a 7-6 loss in the opening round to
claim an 8-6 decision against Virginia's Patrick McCormick, and the 31st-seeded Carter used a takedown in the final two seconds of
the third period to break a tie in his 8-6 decision against 15th-seeded Mosha Schwartz from Northern Colorado. In Russell's win, he
broke a 5-5 tie entering the third period by immediately recording a reversal, and he then took control by pushing his riding time over a
minute.
 
Millner held a 4-2 lead entering the third period in his opening match, and despite trailing 5-2 in the first period of the next one, he
used two takedowns in the last 80 seconds of that period to move ahead 7-6. A late stalling penalty created an 8-8 tie on the
scoreboard, but Millner had a riding-time bonus point secured by then.
 
Flitz suffered a pair of close losses, falling 7-5 against 18th-seeded Dustin Plott of Oklahoma State and having riding time break a tie
at the end of 3-3 overtime match that featured no takedowns by either Flitz or Lehigh's Jake Logan. There were no scores in the first
OT period (one minute starting from neutral), and Logan got an escape more quickly than Flitz in the matching 30-second TB-1
periods. The next Sudden Victory period had no takedowns, and with a lot of time in first 30-second TB-2 period passing before Flitz
produced his escape, he conceded an escape to Logan in the next one with a takedown needed for a victory.
 
Bond lost a tight 5-4 match against North Carolina's Joshua McClure at 157 pounds after dropping an 11-5 decision against Oregon
State's Hunter Willis, and Brito followed a 10-1 loss to Navy's Cody Trybus at 141 pounds by jumping out to a 4-1 lead against CSU
Bakersfield's Angelo Martinoni. Martinoni overcame a 4-3 deficit in the final 30 seconds thanks to a four-point near fall in his 8-4 win.
 
Formato lost a 3-2 decision in his first match against 17th-seeded Thomas Bullard from NC State, with an early takedown being the
difference, and Northern Iowa's Austin Yant won by an 11-2 score in the night session.

125 pounds: (16) Codi Russell
L, 7-6 dec. vs. (17) Killian Cardinale, West Virginia
W, 8-6 dec. vs. (32) Patrick McCormick, Virginia
Friday: vs. (15) Patrick McKee, Minnesota

133 pounds: (31) Sean Carter
L, 20-5 tech fall vs. (2) Roman Bravo-Young, Penn State
W, 8-6 dec. vs. (15) Mosha Schwartz, Northern Colorado
Friday: vs. (17) Malyke Hines, Lehigh

141 pounds: (22) Anthony Brito
L, 10-1 maj. dec. vs. (11) Cody Trybus, Navy
L, 8-4 dec. vs. (27) Angelo Martinoni, CSU Bakersfield

149 pounds: (7) Jonathan Millner
W, 7-3 dec. vs. (26) Anthony Cheloni, Northern Illinois
W, 9-8 dec. vs. (23) Triston Lara, Northern Iowa
Friday's QF: vs. (2) Austin O'Connor, North Carolina 
* Six of the top eight seeds in the quarterfinals, plus No. 12 and No. 25 (both other half of bracket)

157 pounds: (20) Cody Bond
L, 11-5 dec. vs. (13) Hunter Willis, Oregon State
L, 5-4 dec. vs. (29) Joshua McClure, North Carolina
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L, 5-4 dec. vs. (29) Joshua McClure, North Carolina

165 pounds: (16) Will Formato
L, 3-2 dec. vs. (17) Thomas Bullard, NC State
L, 11-2 maj. dec. vs. (33) Austin Yant, Northern Iowa

174 pounds: (15) Thomas Flitz
L, 7-5 dec. vs. (18) Dustin Plott, Oklahoma State
L, 4-3 dec. (TB-2) vs. (31) Jake Logan, Lehigh

Friday's schedule
11 a.m. Session 3 (Quarterfinals and Wrestlebacks, weight classes: 125, 133, 141, 149, 157)
3 p.m. Session 4 (Quarterfinals and Wrestlebacks, weight classes: 165, 174, 184, 197, 285)
8 p.m. Session 5 (Semifinals and Wrestlebacks) 

-- 
App State Athletics Strategic Communications
425 Jack Branch Drive
Boone, NC, 28608
www.appstatesports.com

https://appstatesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=6357
https://appstatesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=6356
http://www.appstatesports.com/

