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We sent out this press release today to media outlets and wanted to be sure that
you see it. We are continuing to fight on & are exploring our options to reinstate
Boise State Wrestling while also considering the possibility of starting a wrestling
program at another four-year college in Idaho... For more context, please see the
letter from Senators Hagedorn & Winder describing their meeting...
Jun 29, 2017 — We sent out this press release today to media outlets and wanted
to be sure that you see it. We are continuing to fight on & are exploring our options
to reinstate Boise State Wrestling while also considering the possibility of starting a
wrestling program at another four-year college in Idaho...
For more context, please see the letter from Senators Hagedorn & Winder
describing their meeting with President, which is available at:
https://twitter.com/SaveBSUWrestlin/status/880462725251555328

Press Release: June 29, 2017
Contact: Kevin Wood, saveboisestatewrestling@gmail.com or @SaveBSUWrestlin
on Twitter
PRESIDENT KUSTRA REJECTS COMMUNITY EFFORTS TO SAVE BOISE STATE
WRESTLING
Over $275,000 pledged, plus over 17,500 signatures to Save BSU Wrestling in just
two months
Boise, ID—Boise State President Bob Kustra rejected all eﬀorts to reinstate the
BSU wrestling program at a recent meeting with Idaho state senators Marv
Hagedorn and Chuck Winder.
President Kustra refused to negotiate or entertain any proposals, simply stating
that he did not see a future for wrestling at Boise State. He said those who want to
bring back wrestling should simply wait until he retires in a few years and take it up
with the new BSU president.
“This is completely unacceptable from the president of a public university that is
supposed to serve the community,” said Save Boise State Wrestling spokesman
Kevin Wood, who wrestled for the Broncos and is a member of the Boise State Hall
of Fame. “The dreams of thousands of Idaho high school and youth wrestlers
should not have to wait for President Kustra to retire. We call on the State Board of
Education to finally do the right thing and take responsibility for fixing this; if they
won’t, the State Legislature needs to bring some adult supervision to this mess.”
Thus far, the State Board of Education—which has oversight authority over Boise
State University—has refused to review the cancellation of the wrestling program,
citing Board policy that “day-to-day conduct of athletic programs is vested in the
institutions and in their chief executive oﬃcers.” The Board has not explained how
cancelling an entire athletics program constitutes “day-to-day conduct.” Board
policy on Intercollegiate Athletics also states that “responsibility for and control of
institutional activities in this area rest with the Board” and “the financing of
intercollegiate athletics, while controlled at the institutional level, is ultimately the
responsibility of the Board itself.”

responsibility of the Board itself.”
Boise State Wrestling has won more accolades for Boise State than any other
athletics program at the university, including two NCAA champions, 5 NCAA
runner-ups, 25 individual NCAA All-American honors, six Pac-10 team
championships, and 45 individual Pac-10/12 champions. Cancellation of the Boise
State wrestling program will leave the state of Idaho without a Division I wrestling
program (or any four-year college with wrestling).
Wrestling is uniquely popular in Idaho: Idaho is one of just five states with more
high school wrestling programs than high school baseball programs. There are
more than 2,200 high school wrestlers in Idaho, many of whom would love to
compete in college for Boise State. Thousands more youth wrestlers attended
Bronco Wrestling camps, watched BSU Wrestling matches, and were inspired by
the positive role models on the Boise State Wrestling team.
In just two months, the eﬀort to Save BSU Wrestling has raised over $275,000 in
pledges (including over $68,000 raised via GoFundMe) and gathered over 17,500
signatures on an online petition supporting the reinstatement of the Boise State
Wrestling program. Hundreds of citizens have sent emails to Boise State, the State
Board of Education, and the Governor’s oﬃce in support of Boise State wrestling,
and hundreds of wrestling supporters have attended four rallies in support of the
BSU Wrestling program outside the Board of Education, the Boise Centre on the
Grove, and the Stueckle Sky Center at Albertson’s Stadium. Numerous op-eds in
Idaho and national publications have decried BSU’s decision. Despite this,
President Kustra claimed that he has heard very little opposition to his decision to
terminate the wrestling program.
For more information, follow the Save Boise State Wrestling Facebook page, follow
@SaveBSUWrestlin on Twitter, and visit www.saveboisestatewrestling.com.
#SaveBSUWrestling!!!

