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EDMOND – The University of Central Oklahoma athletic department is halting
activity following a pair of unprecedented announcements from the NCAA and the
MIAA regarding CoVID-19 and the potential spread of the virus.

The NCAA announced Wednesday that it was canceling both its winter and spring
championships. The MIAA followed that shocking move by suspending indefinitely
all athletic activities for its member institutions.

Central Oklahoma's wrestling team had six student-athletes practicing for the NCAA
Division II national championships, which were scheduled to begin Friday in Sioux
Falls, S.D., pulled off the mats and instructed to return to Oklahoma. The UCO track
& field team had one student-athlete in route to Birmingham, Ala. to compete in the
NCAA Division II Indoor national championships when the announcement was
made to return home.

Seven spring sports at Central – men's and women's golf, rowing, softball, baseball,
tennis, and track & field – all put an end to their respective seasons. All other sports
also are stopping offseason workouts, including UCO's football team, which will not
be allowed to compete in spring drills during this time.

FROM THE NCAA:

Today, NCAA President Mark Emmert and the Board of Governors canceled the
Division I men's and women's 2020 basketball tournaments, as well as all remaining
winter and spring NCAA championships. This decision is based on the evolving
COVID-19 public health threat, our ability to ensure the events do not contribute to
spread of the pandemic, and the impracticality of hosting such events at any time
during this academic year given ongoing decisions by other entities.

FROM THE MIAA:

The MIAA and its member institutions announce the suspension of all MIAA
intercollegiate sports activities (practice and competition) effective 11 p.m., March
12, 2020. The Association's decision is the result of ongoing consultation with
campus leaders, and it follows the decision today by the NCAA to cancel all winter
and spring championships for all three divisions. 

The indefinite suspension applies to all institutional practices and competitions in
any MIAA sport, regardless of season, until further notice. The health of MIAA
student-athletes, coaches, administrators and their communities is paramount
during this growing health crisis. The MIAA and its member institutions will continue
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during this growing health crisis. The MIAA and its member institutions will continue
to closely monitor all information and developments connected to the COVID-19
disease.

FROM UCO: 

The University of Central Oklahoma is taking action to prevent and slow the spread
of COVID-19, including: the extension of spring break by one week for students;
cancellation, postponement or adjustment of campus events through April 30;
suspension of university sponsored travel until further notice; and, self-reporting of
spring break travel for faculty, staff and students. Visit the university website
for Coronavirus Updates and Resources to learn more.
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