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Ricky Padilla rounds out 2018 Bulldog Wrestling recruiting class
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FRESNO, Calif. - The Fresno State Wrestling program and head coach
Troy Steiner have rounded out the 2018 recruiting class with the
announcement of the signing of Air Force transfer and San Dimas,
Calif. native Ricky Padilla for the 2018-19 season on Monday.

"We are excited to have Ricky Padilla join the Bulldog family," said
Steiner. "He will bring some great leadership to our team and we are
looking forward to him getting back to California and competing in front
of the Red Wave!"

After spending the last three seasons in Colorado Springs, Colo., two at
the Academy and one at the USAFA Preparatory School, Padilla will
come back to his home state of California after being a 2015 graduate
of Northview High School in Covina, Calif.

Padilla spent the 2015-16 season at the USAFA Preparatory School on
his way to being a National Collegiate Wrestling Association (NCWA)
champion at 165 lbs. He finished his lone prep school season with a
36-2 overall record.

Immediately eligible for the Bulldogs this season as a redshirt junior,
Padilla went on to wrestle for the Air Force Falcons for two seasons
compiling a 22-11 overall record.

As a redshirt freshman in 2016-17, Padilla went 16-10 and 1-0 in Big 12
dual action earning Big 12 Athlete of the Week honors on Feb. 20, 2017
as he was the first Falcon to earn weekly accolades from the Big 12
since Air Force joined the conference in 2015-16.

Padilla also went on to win the Rocky Mountain Open as a redshirt
freshman finishing the season with six bonus point victories while tying
for second on the team with three technical falls.

As a prep at Northview High School, Padilla was a four-year letter
winner in wrestling and earned sixth place at 160 lbs. at the 2015 CIF
State Championships. Current Bulldogs Dominic Kincaid and Beau
Colombini finished third and eighth, respectively, in that weight class in
2015. 

Padilla also found success outside of high school competition placing
seventh at the Virginia Beach Senior Nationals and was eighth at both
the Fargo Cadet Freestyle Nationals and Flo Nationals.

In addition, Padilla earned three letters in football, was a four-year
honor roll member and graduated among the top 10 in his class in high
school.

Padilla is expected to graduate from Fresno State with a bachelor's
degree in business management and rounds out the Bulldogs' 2018
recruiting class joining spring signees Justin Mejia, Adam Kemp and
Hunter Cruz along with fall signees South Dakota native Nick
Casperson, Turlock native Isaiah Perez and Vacaville native Lawrence
Saenz as new Bulldogs for the 2018-19 season.

"Just the Ticket to Build Our Community" - The Bulldog Scholarship
Fund gives Bulldog alumni, fans and friends the opportunity to support
Fresno State Athletics and the student-athletes who inspire them. For
information about how you can support the Bulldog Scholarship Fund,
please visit www.bulldogscholarshipfund.com or call 559-278-7160.
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