
Hofstra - Papadatos Announces 2016 Hofstra 
Recruiting Class 
  
Hempstead, NY - Hofstra Head Wrestling Coach Dennis Papadatos today 
announced his eight newcomers who will join the Pride program for the 
2016-17 season. Hofstra, which lost six student-athletes to graduation this 
Spring, adds student-athletes who hail from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
New Jersey, Connecticut and New York. 
 
Papadatos, who will be entering his third season as the Pride’s head 
wrestling coach in 2016-17, is excited about his second recruiting class as 
his rebuilding program continues. 
 
“I am so pleased about how this whole class came together, especially 
much of it at the last minute,” Papadatos said. “Many people came on 
blind faith and believed in what we are trying to do at Hofstra.  When I look 
at the list it’s hard to not get excited.  Not so much about their accolades, 
but more with the people I found them to be during the recruiting process.  
The sky is the limit for this class and I expect them to help lead the charge 
of where Hofstra Wrestling wants to go.” 
 
Garrett Lambert 
Freshman, 5-6, 125/133 
Strongsville, OH/Brunswick H.S. 
 
Wrestled for two years at Strongsville (OH) High School and two years at 
Brunswick (OH) High School…Three-time OHSAA place-winner finishing 
fifth in 2015 and 2016 at 126 pounds at Brunswick and eight as a 
sophomore at 113 pounds in 2014 at Strongsville…Fargo All-American in 
2014…Recorded a 36-8 record as a senior for the Blue Devils who placed 
eighth in the state championship…Posted a 10-3 record and placed fifth in 
the OHSAA Championships in 2015 for Brunswick, which placed 13th as a 
team…Tallied a 19-7 mark as a sophomore and placed eighth at 113 
pounds in the OHSAA Championships as the Blue Devils captured their 
third consecutive conference championship and placed 15th in the state 
championships…Served as team captain in 2013-14. 
  
Personal: Born March 5, 1998…Has one brother and one sister…Enjoys 
fishing and hunting in his free time…Aspires to a career in business…
Business management major. 
 
Papadatos on Lambert: “Garrett is a three-time state place-winner in 
Ohio in one of the toughest wrestling states in the nation. He also fills the 



void at a weight class we desperately needed. He has overcome adversity 
and proved he can continually find a way to win. He has high expectations 
of himself, on and off the mat.   He comes in with great academics 
accolades as well.  He is expected to make an immediate impact. “ 
  
Nezar Haddad 
Sophomore (RS), 6-2, 197 
Orefield, PA/Parkland H.S./Drexel U. 
 
Comes to Hofstra after two years at EIWA-opponent Drexel University…
2015-16: Recorded a 15-14 overall slate including a 2-7 mark in duals and 
a 1-4 record in EIWA matches for Drexel…Posted one win by fall…
2014-15: Red-shirted as a true freshman. 
 
High School: Wrestled for four years and played football for three years 
at Parkland High School in Allentown, PA…Three-time District 11 
Champion, three-time Northeast Regional finalist, and three-time PIAA 
state qualifier for the Parkland Trojans…Placed second at the 
Pennsylvania States in 2014…A NHSCA All-American…was ranked 18th 
in the nation at 195 pounds…Tallied a 129-36 career scholastic record. 
 
Personal: Born October 28, 1994… His father played football at The 
Citadel… Has four siblings …His brother Ziad wrestled at UNC and 
Kutztown, brother Tarik played football for East Stroudsburg and brother 
Omar is a member of the Hofstra Wrestling team…Enjoys any sport in his 
free time…Business management major. 
 
Papadatos on Haddad: “Bringing Omar’s brother here to transfer from 
Drexel was an easy choice when it presented itself to me.  The family is 
great, hardworking and exemplifies what a student athlete should be.  
When you throw in his success on the mat last year as a red-shirt 
freshman, it makes him an easy choice to get excited about in the Hofstra 
line up.  He also is expected to have an immediate impact.” 
  
Sage Heller 
Freshman, 6-1, 174/184 
Riverwoods, IL/Deerfield H.S. 
 
Wrestled for four years at Deerfield (IL) High School…Three-time Illinois 
State qualifier including a second-place finish at 170 pounds in the 2016 
state championships …Also qualified at 160 pounds as a junior and 138 
pounds as a sophomore…Conference Wrestler of the Year as a senior…
Two-time Deerfield Most Valuable Wrestler…Recorded school records for 
nearfalls (256 pts.) and tech falls (15) as a sophomore and pins (32), 



reversals (40) and team points (290) as a junior. 
 
Personal: Born February 6, 1998…Has three siblings…Enjoys video 
games and recreational soccer in his free time…Lists Jordan Burroughs 
and Leo Messi as his favorite athletes…Engineering major. 
 
Papadatos on Heller: “Coming out of Illinois as a state finalist is no easy 
task.  Sage has a great story and has overcome many things to 
accomplish his success.  He has a strong wrestling family and when 
speaking with him I felt very comfortable getting him here.  Most of his 
success has come recently, so his upside is very high.  He has a lot of 
untapped potential and we expect big things from Sage in the coming 
years.  He also brings a strong academic resume to the table.” 
  
Charlie Kane 
Freshman, 5-7, 141/149 
Fairfield, CT/ Fairfield Warde H.S. 
 
Wrestled for four seasons at Fairfield Warde High School in Fairfield, 
CT…Recorded a 120-2 scholastic record and was undefeated in both his 
junior (48-0) and senior (34-0) seasons…Two-time New England 
champion and State Open champion becoming just the tenth wrestler in 
state history to win two New England titles…Earned championships at 138 
pounds as a junior and 145 as a senior…Three-time CIAC champion 
earning titles at 126 in 2013, 138 in 2015 and 145 in 2016…2016 Dave 
Schultz High School Excellence Award state winner from the National 
Wrestling Hall of Fame…USA Magazine’s Senior All-America team 
selection as a senior…Earned Hearst Connecticut Media Wrestling Most 
Valuable Player award as a junior and senior…Named to All-Connecticut 
team and Outstanding Wrestler of the Year as a junior by MSG Varsity…
Connecticut High School Coaches Association Wrestler of the Year in 
2015…FCIAC Outstanding Wrestler of the Year as a junior…Fairfield 
County Sports Commission Sportsperson of the Year in 2015…Three-time 
USA Wrestling Connecticut State Freestyle champion winning titles at 138 
pounds in 2014 and 152 pounds in 2015 and 2016…2015 USA Wrestling 
Northeast Regional Junior Freestyle Champion and Most Outstanding 
Wrestler in 2015. 
 
Personal: Born August 16, 1997…Has four siblings…Had two uncles who 
wrestled for Columbia in the 1980s…Enjoys woodworking and reading in 
his free time…Lists Jordan Burroughs as his favorite athlete…Business 
major. 
 
Papadatos on Kane: “To say I am excited about grabbing Charlie late is 



an understatement.  He has had tremendous success both athletically and 
academically.  He has a strong wrestling family and a great support unit.  I 
think he went under the radar a bit in the recruiting process, but he will 
make big waves in his collegiate career.” 
 
Jacob Martin 
Freshman, 5-3, 125 
North Franklin, CT/Wyoming Seminary H.S. 
 
Comes to Hofstra after a post-graduate year at Wyoming Seminary Prep 
School in Kingston, PA… Placed second at the Wilkes Open and third at 
the Lock Haven Open during his post-graduate year… Was a member of 
Eastern National Team Championship and the Ironman Team 
Championship squads in 2015-16…Attended Norwich Free Academy as a 
freshman and Windham High School in Willimantic, CT for his final three 
scholastic years…Earned the Class S State Championship as a senior…
Finalist in the New England Championships in 2015. 
 
Personal: Born March 5, 1997…Enjoys hiking, photography and wrestling 
in his free time…Aspires to a career as a sports psychologist…Exercise 
science major with a minor in psychology. 
 
Papadatos on Martin: “Jacob comes out of one the best high school 
wrestling programs in the nation in Wyoming Sem.  He had great success 
on the open circuit level this past year as a post grad.  He brings 
everything we want in a Hofstra student athlete.  A combination of his 
academic prowess, athletic ability, and unbelievable work ethic and 
demeanor made him a must get for us here.  He is expected to make an 
immediate impact.” 
  
Anthony Olivieri 
Freshman, 5-10, 165/174 
East Hanover, NJ/Hanover Park H.S. 
  
Wrestled for four years and played football for three years at Hanover 
Park High School in East Hanover, NJ…Two-time New Jersey State 
place-winner, finishing sixth as a senior and seventh as a junior at 160 
pounds…All-Morris County selection as a senior and two-time all-district 
pick…Two-time Beast of the East place-winner, finishing sixth in 2014 and 
2015…Member of the 100-win club and has been part of three sectional 
championship teams, two Group II state finalist teams and the 2015 Group 
II state championship team…As a football standout, he was named to All-
New Jersey, all-area, all-county and all-conference first teams as a 
senior…Morris County Defensive Player of the Year…Led the state in 



tackles in 2015 with 143 and was fifth as a junior…Mini Maxwell Award 
recipient…Named to Super 100 All-New Jersey Football Team as a 
senior…team captain. 
  
Personal: Born June 30, 1998…Has two siblings…Enjoys working out 
and hanging out with friends…Was involved with the Autism Speaks Walk 
for three years…Undecided major. 
 
Papadatos on Olivieri: “Anthony is a tough, super talented, hard-nosed 
athlete. He is a two-time placer out of the great state of New Jersey.  He 
also brings in valuable experience and accolades at a weight we needed 
to bring in.  He has prior relationships with kids on the team and his 
transition into the Hofstra Wrestling program should be an easy one.  As 
the recruiting process went on with his family and me, I knew he was a kid 
we wanted to bring here to our program. ” 
  
 
Ricky Stamm 
Freshman, 5-8, 157/165 
Levittown, NY/Division Avenue H.S. 
  
Wrestled for four years and ran on the cross country team for two years at 
Division Avenue High School in Levittown, NY…Placed second at 160 
pounds at the 2016 New York State High School Championships and 
placed fifth at 138 pounds in the 2015 New York State Championships…
Three -time league and county champion as well as an All-New York and 
All-American selection in both his junior and senior years... He recorded a 
46-2 record as a junior and a 39-3 mark as a sophomore…Two-time team 
captain, a three-time Most Outstanding Wrestler award winner and has led 
the Blue Dragons in victories and pins the last three seasons. 
 
Personal: Born May 18, 1998…Has one sister…Enjoys wrestling and 
Brazilian Jujitsu in his free time…Also gives lessons in wrestling and 
Jujitsu for hearing-impaired youth in his spare time…Lists Jordan Oliver, 
Chris Weidman and Matt Serra as his favorite athletes…Aspires to be a 
teacher and a coach…History major. 
 
Papadatos on Stamm: “Ricky is a great local student-athlete who loves 
the Hofstra Wrestling program.  He has had tremendous success within 
the area and New York State as well as being a High School All-American.  
He also comes in with a strong academic profile and has a positive 
contagious attitude.  I am so glad he chose to stay home and compete for 
Hofstra.  I am excited to grow the program with him here as he is a great 
student athlete” 



 
 
Vinny Vespa 
Freshman, 5-8, 125/133 
Monroe, NY/Monroe-Woodbury H.S. 
 
Comes to Hofstra after one year at the United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School…Posted a 14-9 record in 2015-16…Wrestled for six 
years for the Crusaders at Monroe-Woodbury High School in Central 
Valley, NY…Placed fifth at 120 pounds as a senior in the 2015 New York 
State Championships…Placed third in the New York State Sectional 
Championships as a junior in 2013-14…Placed fifth at 99 pounds in the 
2013 New York State Championships as a sophomore…Also captured the 
New York State Freestyle Championship as a sophomore…Served as 
team captain for the number one team in the state as a junior and the 
number two team in New York as a senior. 
 
Personal: Born August 30, 1997…Has four brothers…Enjoys fishing and 
video games in his free time…Lists Michael Vick as his favorite athlete…
Undecided major. 
 
Papadatos on Vespa: “Vinny is another kid that has overcome more 
adversity that a young man at his age should have to.  He is a warrior with 
heart, and it’s obvious when you watch him wrestle.  He has a strong 
academic resume and had much success on the open circuit during his 
post grad year at Army Prep.  He comes in at a crucial weight for us and is 
expected to make an immediate impact in the line-up.” 
  
  
Jim Sheehan 
Sports information Director 
Hofstra University




