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Mountain Hawks to close out fall semester with
two duals Sunday in Philadelphia
BETHLEHEM, Pa. – No. 5 Lehigh closes out the fall semester with a trip to Philadelphia for a pair of EIWA duals on Sunday. The
Mountain Hawks will begin by taking on Penn at the Palestra and then will head across the street to face Drexel at the Daskalakis
Athletic Center. A Lehigh home dual meet record crowd of 9,896 saw the Mountain Hawks’ upset bid against No. 1 Penn State come
up just short last Sunday at Allentown’s PPL Center. Wins by fall for senior Darian Cruz and junior Scott Parker plus a 2-0 decision by
freshman Luke Karam staked Lehigh to a 15-0 lead over the Nittany Lions, but Penn State came back to win six of the final seven
bouts to rally for the 23-19 win. Parker leads Lehigh with an 8-0 season record that includes four straight pins, while Karam has won
four straight bouts to move into the national rankings at 141.

 

A Lehigh home dual meet-record 9,896 fans witnessed Lehigh’s 23-19 loss to No. 1 Penn State Dec. 3 at PPL Center in Allentown. 
The record crowd saw Lehigh race to a 15-0 lead behind pins from Darian Cruz and Scott Parker, only to see the Nittany Lions rally to
win six of the final seven bouts, claiming several close decisions in the final four bouts to seal their 35th straight dual win. Four of the
top five home dual crowds for Lehigh have now come against Penn State. The previous attendance record was 5,909 for Penn State’s
visit to Stabler Arena on Feb. 12, 2016.

 

Lehigh’s ability to generate bonus points has keyed the Mountain Hawks’ 4-1 dual start and nearly led the Brown and White to an
upset over No. 1 Penn State. The Mountain Hawks have won 33 of 50 bouts in dual competition and have scored bonus points in 19
of those 33 wins. Lehigh has seven falls in dual competition, with junior Scott Parker leading the way with four and senior Darian Cruz,
sophomore Jordan Kutler and freshman Jake Jakobsen each adding one. The Mountain Hawks had just two falls in 14 duals last
season (Ryan Preisch vs. Drexel, Randy Cruz vs. Virginia Tech).

 

Seven Mountain Hawks appear in the latest rankings by both InterMat and FloWrestling, while nine are ranked by Amateur Wrestling
News and eight are ranked by The Open Mat. Four Mountain Hawks: senior Darian Cruz, juniors Scott Parker and Ryan Preisch and
sophomore Jordan Kutler, are all ranked in the top six by all four outlets, with Parker up to No. 2 in all four polls. Freshman
heavyweight Jordan Wood is also ranked across the board as is freshman Luke Karam, who entered all the rankings with a strong
showing last week. Two different Mountain Hawks are ranked at 165. Junior Ian Brown is ranked in two of four polls, while freshman
Jake Jakobsen is ranked by AWN.

 

Penn returns home following a three-dual sweep at the Hofstra Duals on Sunday where the Quakers topped Campbell, the Citadel
and Hofstra. The Quakers dropped their home dual opener to Rider on Dec. 1 and had three second-place finishers when they hosted
the Keystone Classic on Nov. 19. Penn’s probable lineup features a pair of nationally-ranked wrestlers in Frank Mattiace (197) and
Joe Heyob (184). Mattiace, May Bethea (165) and Joe Velliquette (157) were the three Quakers who took second at their respective
weights at the Keystone Classic. Bethea competed in a showcase bout at the NWCA All-Star Classic against Lehigh’s Gordon Wolf,
with Wolf claiming a major decision victory.  Roger Reina is in his first season in his second stint as Penn’s head coach. He previously
led the Quakers from 1986-2005 and guided Penn to four EIWA team titles.

 

Drexel enters the weekend with a 4-0 dual mark. The Dragons will host Navy Friday evening before Lehigh’s visit on Sunday. Drexel
owns dual wins LIU Post, Pitt-Johnstown, SIU-Edwardsville and Iowa State. The Dragon’s last two competitions have been
tournaments, as Drexel finished fourth at the Keystone Classic and 23rd at the Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational. True freshman Austin
DeSanto has been Drexel’s top wrestler. DeSanto won the Keystone Classic at 133 and finished fourth in Las Vegas to shoot up to
No. 6 in the latest rankings. Stephen Loiseau is also ranked for Drexel as he comes in at No. 20 at 197 following a sixth place finish in
Las Vegas. Matt Azevedo is in his seventh season as Drexel’s head coach.

 



Lehigh and Penn will meet for the 57th time and the 22nd consecutive season after not having wrestled between 1956 and 1996. Pat
Santoro is 8-1 versus the Quakers. Lehigh is 17-0 all-time versus Drexel and 3-0 under Santoro. The Mountain Hawks are visiting the
Daskalakis Athletic Center for the first time since 2008, which was Greg Strobel’s final dual as Lehigh head coach.

 

Sunday’s action begins at 1 p.m. with the Lehigh-Penn dual from the Palestra. The Mountain Hawks will then head across the street to
face Drexel at 4 p.m. Streaming video for the Penn dual will be available on the subscription-based Ivy League Digital Network, while
audio coverage will be available on ESPN Radio of the Lehigh Valley (1230/1320/1160-AM) and ESPNLV.com beginning at 12:45 p.m.

 

Drexel will stream video of its dual with Lehigh on DrexelDragons.com for free via Stretch Internet. There will be no Lehigh audio
coverage for the Drexel match.

 

Lehigh will break for final exams and the holidays and will return to the mats at the Southern Scuffle, Jan. 1-2 in Chattanooga, Tenn.
The Mountain Hawks will be competing at the Scuffle for the fourth consecutive year. Lehigh has finished third at the Southern Scuffle
in each of the last two seasons. Last year, Jordan Kutler became Lehigh’s second-ever Southern Scuffle champion with his victory at
157. The Mountain Hawks may also send a contingent to the Midlands Championships, Dec. 29-30 in Evanston, Ill., and will resume
dual competition at home against EIWA rivals American (Jan. 12) and Navy (Jan. 14).

 

Date: December 10, 2017
Opponent: Penn Quakers
First match: 1 p.m.
Arena: The Palestra
Location: Philadelphia, Pa.
Lehigh’s record: 4-1 overall, 2-0 EIWA
Penn’s record: 3-1 overall, 1-0 EIWA
Series: Lehigh leads 45-10-1
Streak: Lehigh has won the last four duals
Television: None
Radio: ESPN Radio of the Lehigh Valley (1230/1320/1160-AM) with Steve

Lomangino and Gary Brownell beginning at 12:45 p.m.
Internet broadcast: Video on the Ivy League Digital Network (subscription required)

Audio at ESPNLV.com
Behind enemy lines: http://www.pennathletics.com

 

 

Date: December 10, 2017
Opponent: Drexel Dragons
First match: 4 p.m.
Arena: Daskalakis Athletic Center
Location: Philadelphia, Pa.
Lehigh’s record: 4-1 overall, 2-0 EIWA
Drexel’s record: 4-0 overall, 0-0 EIWA
Series: Lehigh leads 17-0
Streak: Lehigh has won all 17 duals
Television: None
Radio: None
Internet broadcast: Video at portal.stretchinternet.com/Drexel
Behind enemy lines: http://www.drexeldragons.com
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sjl304@lehigh.edu
610-758-3174

Penn_Drexel 
match…017.pdf




