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CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 

You are receiving this message as a member of UNC's community of alumni, donors and friends 
 If you cannot read this email, please click here

 

Dear Friends,

Last Wednesday, UNC hosted a special Board of Trustees meeting to discuss the financial

implications of COVID-19. The pandemic has impacted every sector of our economy and

higher education is no different. As we work together to weather this storm, I remain

committed to leading UNC with transparency and an unwavering commitment to put our

students first. 

During the meeting, I announced the decision to reduce executive salaries, including my own,

by 10% in response to the financial crisis caused by the pandemic. This was an important

first cost-saving measure, but it will not be the last. I’ve asked our leadership team to put

everything on the table as we consider what additional budget reductions have to be made.

The meeting also provided us an opportunity to share preliminary information regarding our

budget pre- and post-COVID-19. UNC had been on track to be cash positive for the second

year in a row due to the campus-wide efforts to manage costs and improve efficiencies in our

operations. I am grateful and proud of our university community’s effort to work together.

The same collaboration will be required to respond to an unfavorable financial outlook next

fiscal year. As a valued member of our community, I encourage you to remain informed of our

decisions. A recap of the meeting and link to a recording are publicly available online. 

While UNC faces a difficult road ahead, bright spots are emerging across our university

community.

UNC student affairs staff recently conducted 1:1 outreach to all students who chose or

needed to remain on campus in our residence halls.

Students initiated a project to mail cards to local health care providers and nursing
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home residents. They have already sent 450 cards to members of our community.

UNC faculty approved providing students the grading option of

satisfactory/unsatisfactory to accommodate student learning and assessment.

Student projects are now presented and shared online including the Annual Student

Exhibition and Research Day presentations.

UNC student athletes and coaches volunteer each week at the Weld County Foodbank.

Individual donors and organizations have generously contributed more than $10,000 in

support of UNC’s Bear Pantry and Disaster Relief funds to help UNC expand direct

student support and aid.

More than 240 alumni and friends joined together April 25 for the virtual Women's

Walk and they raised more than $17,000 in support of UNC's female student athletes

Alumni health care providers and public health professionals are among the frontline of

workers doing their best to manage and respond to the disease.

These and many other bright spots remind me of reliance and strength of our community.

While our world and work look different, we continue to be a community-minded and service-

oriented university. In an effort to support our Community of Bears, we launched Bear

Connection, a new website that provides you with useful information, resources and virtual

engagement opportunities. Among our upcoming virtual events is the April 29 interview

between alumnus and ESPN reporter Ed Werder and Head Football Coach Ed McCaffrey. 

The spring commencement ceremony was postponed until December, but we are finding

alternate ways to honor the academic achievements of our graduates as the spring semester

winds down. Although the ceremony is delayed, UNC will graduate nearly 2,000 students this

spring and summer and they face an uncertain job market. I am grateful to everyone who

has stepped up and helped UNC and our students wade through these unchartered waters,

but more work remains. Staff in the Center for Career Readiness and the UNC Alumni

Association are providing career counseling and networking support. Now is the time to show

the strength of our alumni Bear Network. If you are in a position to hire a new graduate, then

I encourage you to hire a fellow Bear. I encourage you to share your words of encouragement

on social media using #UNCBearGrad as a gesture of solidarity and strength—Bear to Bear. 

Finally, I want to say that I’m thinking of you and every member of our community. I hope

that you are well and remain healthy. I know the pandemic is affecting many of you in hard

and painful ways. The future holds many uncertainties, but UNC will remain focused on

moving forward with purpose as one university community. 
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Rowing, Not Drifting,

Andy Feinstein

President

UNC continues to update information related to its Coronavirus response efforts, including

regular communications, FAQs, and information about operational status changes at

www.unco.edu/coronavirus.
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