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WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. - The Purdue wrestling team opens its 2021-22 season in less
than two weeks, returning seven 2021 NCAA qualifiers from a squad that took sixth at the
Big Ten Championships last season. The Boilermakers posted a 4-5 dual mark in 2021,
wrestling a Big Ten-only schedule, and take aim to win at least four conference duals in
three straight seasons for the first time since 1991-93.
 
The 2021-22 schedule consists of 14 dates, six coming in the non-conference schedule
and eight Big Ten duals. The Boilermakers will have a pair of multi-dual dates, competing
at Drexel and Rider to open the season and hosting Bellarmine, Brown, Duke and
Northern Illinois for the 2021 Boilermaker Duals; Purdue’s lone home contest of the non-
conference schedule. Purdue will also travel to Cleveland State for a dual, in addition to
its annual dates at the Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational (Dec. 3-4) and Midlands
Championships (Dec. 29-30). The most interesting note of the Boilermakers’ non-
conference schedule will be a dual with Iowa State at Humboldt High School (Iowa), the
alma mater of Purdue head coach Tony Ersland and Iowa State head coach Kevin
Dresser.
 
The Big Ten reduced its conference schedule from nine to eight duals this season, and
will follow the football model of East/West divisions. Purdue will compete annually against
Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois and Northwestern, in addition to a pair of
cross-divisional duals each year, one of which will be Indiana to maintain the intrastate
rivalry. The Boilermakers’ second matchup against the East comes vs. Michigan State.
 
The 2022 Big Ten Championships will be hosted by Nebraska at Pinnacle Bank Arena on
March 5-6, marking the first time the Cornhuskers have hosted the tournament since
joining the Big Ten in 2011. The NCAA Championships will follow in Detroit at Little
Caesar’s Arena on March 17-19.
 
125
After considering hanging up his wrestling shoes in 2021, senior Devin Schroder decided
to capitalize on the NCAA’s COVID eligibility waiver and return to the Boilermaker lineup
at 125 pounds. He enters the year ranked 13th at the weight, carrying a 77-31 career
record, including 32 dual wins, 19 Big Ten dual wins and 25 wins over ranked opponents.
His 40 career bonus-point wins make him an all-too important part of the Boilermaker
lineup, while 31 of his 77 career wins have come by shutout (40.2%).
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Schroder holds a variety of spots on the Boilermakers’ record lists, including the second-
most back points all-time at Purdue (432) and the No. 20 win percentage in school history
(.713). His 2018, 2019 and 2020 seasons account for three of the top-10 single-season
back point totals in the record book as well.
 
The depth chart at 125 is filled out by a pair of Illinois natives in fourth-year Nate
Cummings and third-year Kooper Loehr. Cummings provided depth at 133 pounds in the
shortened 2021 season, but will return to his natural weight for this year. Loehr
capitalized on the extra matches featured in 2021, competing in a pair of Big Ten duals.
 
133
Ersland expects to send out a fresh face at 133 pounds, despite 2021 NCAA qualifier
Jake Rundell returning to the room after a solid first season. Minnesota transfer and 2018
Cadet World Champion Matt Ramos made the move to the Boilermakers this summer
and looks to hold down the starting job, while Rundell takes the redshirt season he didn’t
get last year. Ramos spent two seasons in Minneapolis, receiving a medical redshirt in
2019-20, and taking an Olympic redshirt during 2021. In addition to his world title in
Croatia, Ramos also took third at the 2021 UWW Junior Freestyle U.S. Championships
and seventh at the 2021 U23 Freestyle National Championships, in addition to an Illinois
state title at 3A in 2019.
 
Rundell placed sixth at the Big Ten Championships last year, earning an automatic bid to
nationals where he went 1-2 with a win over preseason-ranked Richie Koehler of Rider.
True freshmen Dustin Norris and Christian White add more depth and outstanding
training partners at the weight as Norris is a two-time Ohio state champion, including a
44-1 record as a senior, while White is the younger brother of current Boilermaker Alec
White and was a state placewinner in Indiana last year.
 
141
Two-time NCAA Championship qualifier Parker Filius returns to the 141-pound weight
class this season, earning various preseason rankings as high as No. 13 in the country
and aiming to climb the national podium this spring. After just a 3-5 mark in Big Ten duals
in 2021, Filius came on strong in the postseason. He took fifth at the Big Ten
Championships, including a win over top-five ranked Illinois senior Dylan Duncan, and
then went 2-2 at nationals in St. Louis.
 
Filius will be pushed by sophomore Michael Leveille, who enters his third year in the
program after seeing his first varsity action in extra matches last season.
 
149
The Boilermakers have several able bodies at 149 pounds this season, headlined by
junior Alec White. White has had some bad luck the last two years with injuries, but aims
to hold down the starting nod in 2021-22 with a variety of success in tow. He had only
three starts in 2021 before his season was cut short, and was 6-6 at 141 pounds in 2019-
20, including a 3-2 mark at the Michigan State Open.
 
Fellow junior Ethan Smiley enters his fourth year in the program, earning his first varsity
action in 2021, while sophomore Trey Kruse had a pair of wins and three varsity starts in
his rookie season. Rounding out the list of bodies at 149 is sophomore Christian Navida,
who will open 2021-22 on the injured list after off-season surgery.
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157
Boilermaker fans will be delighted to enjoy another season of Kendall Coleman takedown
clinics at 157 pounds as the Purdue junior returns to the lineup for his third year.
Coleman saw his pursuit of the podium cut short in 2021, suffering an injury against North
Dakota State’s Jared Franek at the national tournament and being forced to withdraw. He
finished fifth at the Big Ten Championships and went 12-4 overall on the year, rising as
high as No. 5 in the country in the rankings. His 47 takedowns on the shortened year
were a team-best, and he became one of the fastest wrestlers in program history to
collect 100 takedowns, cracking the mark in his 39th career match.
 
Sophomore Cooper Noehre gained as much experience as any Purdue freshman in
2021, posting a 4-4 mark including a varsity start at 165 pounds where he helped the
Boilermakers to a win over Northwestern. Junior Brennan Doyle joins the roster in 2021-
22 and aims to add depth at the weight.
 
165 & 174
Ersland is not without options at the 165-pound weight class, featuring sophomores Emil
Soehnlen,  Gerrit Nijenhuis and Hayden Lohrey. While at least one of the trio is bound to
move up to 174 pounds, whomever earns the starting job at 165 will be battle tested and
ready to go.
 
Nijenhuis earned the nod in 2021, posting an 11-7 record that included a fifth-place effort
at Big Ten Championships and a 2-2 mark at the NCAA Championships. He led the
Boilermakers with four falls, including one at each of his postseason tournaments, and
earned a No. 18 national ranking to finish out his rookie campaign. Soehnlen was the
Boilermaker starter at 174 pounds in 2021, after competing at 165 for his first two
seasons at Purdue. He advanced to the quarterfinals at the 2019 Cliff Keen Las Vegas
Invitational, and posted a win over Northern Illinois’ Izzak Olejnik who enters 2021-22 at
No. 18 in the nation. Lohrey went 3-2 in his first season of varsity action in 2021, with all
five bouts occurring in extra matches.
 
Soehnen is the only one of the three with any experience at 174 pounds, earning five
wins at the weight last season, including an appearance at the Big Ten Championships.
 
184
Senior Max Lyon returns for one more run against the nation’s best at 184 pounds,
aiming for a spot on the national podium in Detroit. The Iowa native enters his final year
with a career record of 71-53, including 35 bonus-point wins and 13 wins over ranked
opponents. He wrestled one of the nation’s toughest schedules in 2021, competing
against a ranked foe in 15 of his 17 matches, finishing seventh at the Big Ten
Championships and going 2-2 at NCAA’s with a pair of major decisions.
 
Lyon will see ample support and competition from sophomores Macartney Parkinson and
Mitch Hutmacher, both of whom earned valuable experience in extra matches during their
rookie campaigns.  Parkinson highlighted his season with an upset win over No. 22 Jack
Jessen of Northwestern in the Boilermakers’ collegiate debut, and needed only 47
seconds at Illinois to earn his first college fall.
 
197



197
Junior Thomas Penola made the most of his first collegiate season at 197 pounds,
posting a 13-6 mark, placing seventh at the Big Ten Championships and advancing to the
Round of 12 at the national tournament. The two-time NCAA Championship qualifier
enters the season with a top-15 ranking in each of the preseason polls, including a No.
13 mark from WIN Magazine. Penola was 7-2 in Big Ten duals last season, and earned
seven of his 13 wins over ranked opponents.
 
Senior Michael Woulfe aims to provide competition for the starting nod, returning to the
mat after a successful career with the U.S. Naval Academy from 2012-16, in which he
went 50-28 in three seasons. Woulfe qualified for the NCAA Championships at 197
pounds in his final season with Navy and was one of the nation’s leaders with 17 falls.
 
Freshman Ben Vanadia intends to redshirt his inaugural season at Purdue after a
successful high school career in Ohio.
 
285
The Boilermakers’ starting heavyweight job is up for grabs between a pair of young
wrestlers in sophomore Dorian Keys and freshman Tristan Ruhlman. Keys was 2-6 in
varsity action for Purdue in 2021, earning a varsity win vs. Northwestern in his collegiate
debut. Ruhlman comes to Purdue as one of the nation’s top seniors at 220 pounds last
season and won the Indiana state title at the weight.
 
Freshman Hayden Copass will throw his name into the hat at the semester, signing a
tender with the Boilermakers in October and enrolling in classes for second semester.
Copass was ranked No. 1 in the nation at 285 pounds last season, won Fargo twice, won
the 2020 Super 32 title and the 2020 Illinois state championship.
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