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No. 16 Rutgers Wrestling Falls to No. 7 Iowa in Front of
Record Crowd

Scarlet Knights pick up four individual wins against Hawkeyes
 
Final Results
 
PISCATAWAY, N.J. – In front of a record crowd of 6,754 fans, No. 16 Rutgers wrestling (3-2, 1-1), was
edged by No. 7 Iowa (6-0, 2-0), 23-15, Friday night at the RAC. The Scarlet Knights raced to a 12-0
lead with wins from 125-pound Nick Suriano, 133-pound Scott DelVecchio and 141-pound Michael
Van Brill, but the Hawkeyes closed out the match with victories in six of their last seven bouts.
 
The 6,754 fans in attendance were the most to watch Rutgers wrestling at the RAC, breaking the
previous mark of 6,071 when RU hosted Penn State on Jan. 16, 2015.
 
“It’s a dual meet that got away from us,” said head coach Scott Goodale. “I know that’s how these
guys feel. You want to win these and there are opportunities out there for us. You have to take
advantage of these opportunities that don’t come around to often. There are no moral victories. We let
one get away and this one will sting a little bit.”
 
Suriano did not disappoint in his RAC debut, as he defeated Justin Stickley by tech fall, 24-5. The
former Bergen Catholic star collected three takedowns and four near fall points for a 10-2 lead on
Stickley after the first period. Suriano continued to dominate, using a near fall with four seconds left in
the third period for the 24-5 result. For Suriano, it marked his second tech fall during the 2017-18 dual
season.
 
DelVecchio continued the momentum for the Scarlet Knights, adding a takedown of Iowa’s Paul Glynn
20 seconds into the match. From there, DelVecchio outscored Glynn, 10-4, with the riding time point
clinching a 12-4 major decision for the redshirt senior.
 
“[DelVecchio and Suriano] wrestled really hard and give us a 1-2 punch, maybe the best in the country.”
Goodale said. “We just have to keep riding them and get other guys to finish suite.”
 



 
Van Brill rose to the challenge and took advantage of the energy generated from the sold-out crowd.
The Mullica Hill, New Jersey, native collected a takedown of Carter Happel for a 2-0 lead in the first
period, with his escape in the second period securing a 3-2 win to give Rutgers a 12-0 lead.
 
Iowa’s No. 2 Brandon Sorenson produced Iowa’s first win of the night at 149 pounds, but it did not
come easy thanks to the performance of Eleazar DeLuca. DeLuca wrestled to a 1-1 tie with Sorenson
midway through the third period, but Sorenson added a takedown and collected the riding time point for
a 4-1 decision.
 
No. 2 Michael Kemerer registered a tech fall of Brett Donner at 157 pounds to make it 12-8 in favor of
RU at intermission.
 
From there, the Hawkeyes continued to churn own wins and eat into the RU lead. No. 14 Alex Marinelli
earned a 6-4 decision in sudden victory over No. 9 Richie Lewis, who was wrestling up a weight at
165 pounds. In his RAC dual debut, Joseph Grello faced Joey Gunther, with a controversial takedown
awarded to Gunther in the second period proving to be the difference in a 5-4 Grello loss at 174
pounds. Grello’s loss gave Iowa its first lead of the night at 14-12.
 
No. 9 Nicholas Gravina continued his strong start to the season with a 4-0 decision over Mitch
Bowman to regain the lead for Rutgers, 15-14. But back-to-back losses by Kevin Mulligan and
Razohnn Gross at 197 pounds and heavyweight, respectively, against ranked o clinched the dual for
Iowa.
 
Rutgers returns to action from Dec. 29-30 when it competes at the Midlands Championships at the
Sears Centre Arena in Hoffman Estates, Illinois.
 
No. 7 Iowa (6-0, 2-0) 23, No. 16 Rutgers (3-2, 1-1), 15
Dual started at 125 pounds
Location: Rutgers Athletic Center, Piscataway, N.J.
Officials: Mike McCormick
Attendance: 6,754 (RAC Wrestling Record)
 
125: No. 2/2/2 Nick Suriano (RU) tech fall over Justin Stickley (Iowa), 24-5; Rutgers leads 5-0
133: No. 13/12/11 Scott DelVecchio (RU) major decision over Paul Glynn (Iowa), 12-4; Rutgers leads,
9-0
141: Michael Van Brill (RU) decision over Carter Happel (Iowa), 3-2; Rutgers leads, 12-0
149: No. 2/2/2 Brandon Sorenson (Iowa) decision over No. 14/17/14 Eleazar DeLuca (RU), 4-1;
Rutgers leads, 12-3
157: No. 3/3/3 Michael Kemerer (Iowa) tech fall over Brett Donner (RU), 25-8; Rutgers leads, 12-8
165: No. 13/13/NR Alex Marinelli (Iowa) decision over No. 9/7/9 Richie Lewis (RU), 6-4 (SV1); Rutgers
leads, 12-11
174: . No. NR/NR/10 Joey Gunther (Iowa) decision over Joseph Grello (RU), 5-4; Iowa leads, 14-12
184: No. 9/11/12 Nicholas Gravina (RU) decision over Mitch Bowman (Iowa), 4-0; Rutgers leads, 15-14
197: No. 8/8/11 Cash Wilke (Iowa) dec. over Kevin Mulligan (RU), 8-3; Iowa leads, 17-15
HWT: No. 6/7/6 Sam Stoll (Iowa) fall (2:41) over Razohnn Gross (RU); Iowa wins, 23-15
 
Rankings (-/-/-): InterMat / FloWrestling/The Open Mat
NR denotes not ranked
 
Follow Rutgers Athletics on Facebook (www.facebook.com/RutgersAthletics) and Twitter
(@RUAthletics) for all of the latest news and updates. For specific updates regarding Rutgers
wrestling, follow the program on Twitter (@RUWrestling) and Instagram (@RUWrestling). Fans can
receive timely information, including special offers and giveaways throughout the year on our social
media outlets along with www.ScarletKnights.com.
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