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COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. – The Saint John's University wrestling team and four of its student-athletes received
2016-17 National Wrestling Coaches Association (NWCA) academic honors at the NCAA Division III
Championships March 10-11 in La Crosse, Wis.

Seniors Teddy Erickson (Annandale, Minn.) and Robert Tait (Faribault, Minn./Bethlehem Academy),
sophomore Luke Dodd (Apple Valley, Minn./Eastview) and freshman Jerod Novak (Aitkin, Minn.) were named
NWCA Scholar All-Americans, while the Johnnies recorded the fourth-best GPA (3.40) en route to NWCA All-
Academic team honors. 

To be eligible for Scholar All-America distinction, a student-athlete must carry a GPA of at least 3.20
(cumulative or last academic year), have a .500 match record or better and meet one of the three criteria: qualify
for the NCAA Championships, place in the top six at the NCAA regional or wrestle in 50 percent of the
scheduled dates.

SJU has now totaled 20 Scholar All-Americans over the last nine seasons.

The team grade-point average was determined using a system that includes 14 student-athletes from each
program, including all 10 that competed at the NCAA regional.

The Scholar All-America honor is the second consecutive for Tait, who is a two-sport student-athlete (football)
and an economics major with a 3.36 GPA. He dropped his first-round match at the NCAA Division III
Championships March 10 to top-ranked Riley Lefever of Wabash (Ind.), a four-time national champion, via fall
(0:36) at 197 pounds. Tait (13-6 record) ended his career with a loss via technical fall (15-0) to the Milwaukee
School of Engineering's Devin Mahnke. 

Erickson (16-11 record) is a nutrition major with a 3.51 GPA and a member of CSB/SJU's Army ROTC
program. He opened his second straight trip to the NCAA championships with a heartbreaking 7-6 loss in the
pig-tail match at 165 pounds and ended his career with a 16-5 loss to ninth-ranked Andrew Steiert of Wartburg
(Iowa). 

Dodd (18-11 record) is a global business leadership major with a 3.38 GPA and, like Erickson, suffered a one-
point loss in his pig-tail match, 11-10, at 184 pounds. He concluded his season with a 13-5 loss to ninth-ranked
Deuly Espinal from Cortland State (N.Y.).

Novak just missed a trip to nationals with a 4-2 loss to Augsburg's Grant Parker in the third-place match Feb. 25
at the West Regional. He finished 3-2 on the day to end his season with a 20-14 record. Novak is a nursing
major with a 3.86 GPA.

The Johnnies finished third out of 11 teams at the NCAA West Regional and tied for 58th at nationals in 2016-
17. The four national entrants were the program's most in four years, since it sent six in 2012-13.
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