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            This fall, one school canceled the remainder of its football
season after reports of hazing surfaced. There have been several
incidents of high school student-athletes using racial slurs against
members of the opposing teams. As we have noted previously, there
have also been multiple reports of parents verbally and – in some
cases – physically abusing officials, along with several cases of
coaches allegedly running up scores. And then there was the bizarre



case of a suspended player appearing in a game disguised as another
player.
            On the positive side, there was a cross country runner who
stopped at the one-mile mark of a race to assist a competing runner
who had collapsed and was unresponsive. He didn’t finish the race,
but he saved the life of the competing runner.
            After the completion of a recent football game, one player on
the winning team found his friend on the other team who had just lost
his mother to cancer to comfort and pray with him. There have also
been cases of schools helping other schools that were hit with
tragedies, such as the fires in California. 
            And earlier this year a high school golfer who, after signing her
scorecard, noticed on the app that her partner had entered an
incorrect score for her on one hole. She could have kept quiet and
retained her top-10 finish, and most likely no one would have noticed.
Instead, she reported the error and was disqualified. She later was
honored by her school for doing the right thing.
            Fortunately, there are far more good acts of sportsmanship
that happen in high school athletics and activity programs; however,
the unsportsmanlike displays tend to make more headlines and
sometimes overshadow the great things that are occurring.
            The key individuals in schools who are responsible for making
education the central theme of the athletic program are the athletic
directors and coaches. If coaches are more committed to helping
student-athletes become responsible citizens than helping them
perfect an athletic skill, and if athletic directors are committed to an
education-based philosophy, the likelihood of unsportsmanlike
incidents such as those mentioned above is minimal.
            What’s the measure of success for a high school coach –
winning 80 percent of the games, bringing home multiple state
championships, being named coach of the year several times? As



championships, being named coach of the year several times? As
long as success on the fields or courts is done in accordance with an
education-based philosophy, this would be an award-winning
biographical sketch.
            The win-loss record aside, however, how about also
considering the consistent teaching of values, character and lifelong
lessons that would place his or her teams in consideration for
sportsmanship awards and his or her student-athletes on the paths to
successful lives after high school?
            The NFHS has several free online education courses to assist
coaches and athletic directors in leading an effective education-based
program. “Engaging Effectively with Parents,” “Sportsmanship” and
“Bullying, Hazing and Inappropriate Behaviors” are among the many
courses at www.NFHSLearn.com. In addition, “Fundamentals of
Coaching” is the core course that every interscholastic coach should
complete. 
            When a school district is looking to hire a high school athletic
director or coach, we would suggest finding someone more committed
to an education-based philosophy than hardware in the trophy case.
 
            Online link to article: https://www.nfhs.org/articles/the-nfhs-voice-coaches-
athletic-directors-keys-to-success-in-high-school-sports/
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