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BOONE, N.C. — For the third time in the last decade, App State's JohnMark Bentley is a finalist for the NWCA's National Coach of the
Year Award, presented by Defense Soap.
 
App State's 7-0 run to an unblemished SoCon regular-season championship in 2021-22 occurred with the Mountaineers having their
full lineup available for just one conference dual, and they have five wrestlers entering this week's NCAA Championships with a top-25
seed.
 
Bentley, who is in his 13th season as App State's head coach, was also named a finalist by the National Wrestling Coaches
Association in 2018 and 2012. Earlier this month, he was named the SoCon Coach of the Year for the fifth time, tying the league
record for the most times winning in a career.
 
The other NWCA finalists are Mike Grey (Cornell), Scott Moore (Lock Haven), Sean Bormet (Michigan), Brian Smith (Missouri), Pat
Popolizio (NC State), Chris Pendleton (Oregon State) and Roger Reina (Penn).
 
App State's 51-5 record in SoCon duals during the past eight seasons gives the Mountaineers one of the six best conference records
in Division I wrestling since 2015. They went 7-0 this season even though Anthony Brito, the reigning SoCon champ at 141 pounds,
suffered a long-term injury with just one SoCon dual completed, and 197-pound starter Mason Fiscella suffered a season-ending injury
during the first conference dual.
 
Bentley and his staff have done noteworthy work with in-state talent arriving in Boone from North Carolina high schools.
 
With App State being responsible for all seven North Carolina-raised NCAA qualifiers during the previous two seasons, Greensboro
native Jonathan Millner had a top-eight finish in 2021 to become the fourth All-American under Bentley's watch. Three of those
wrestlers were in-state products.
 
Millner, ranked No. 4 nationally in his weight class this season, and Monroe native Thomas Flitz both won SoCon titles. High Point
native Caleb Smith received an at-large bid to the NCAA Championships.
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