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Great Bridge Wrestling Club

David

To my Wildcat Family,

We are thrilled to bring the state tile back home. I want to personally thank everyone who has
supported the program this season. It did not go unnoticed by our student-athletes and coaches.
Great Bridge is such a close-knit community and definitely a wrestling town with a small-town
feel. We appreciate all of you!
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Follow Great Bridge Wrestling Club

I want to share several thoughts, so bear with me.

First, and most importantly, I want to thank my wife and my children Madison, Macy,
McKenna, and Max for their support this season, as well as everyone else who has been
working tirelessly behind the scenes. We recognize your dedication and belief in the program.

This group of athletes paid the price for success. They were lifting, wresting, and training
straight through the COVID cancelled season of 2021. They traveled out of the area multiple
times to earn the right to compete. This is a tribute to all of them, as they waited hungrily for 2
years for a shot at wining a team title.

Our mantra in the post season was “Survive and Advance.” We took a page out of Coach Jimmy
Valvano’s 1983 NCAA Basketball Title run. This mantra meant we would keep our head in the
game for each and every minute of each and every match. Coach V said, “Every single day in
every walk of life ordinary people do extraordinary things. Ordinary people accomplish
extraordinary things.” Our kids knew they were prepared when they walked into the Virginia
Beach Sports Center last weekend. They had earned the right to compete for titles. Each and
every one of them had a curve ball thrown at them last weekend. Each and every one of them
fought tooth and nail to the very end. We did not quit and we never stopped fighting. The result
was a VHSL State Wrestling Team Title.

I want to thank Matt Small for planting this seed back in December of 2020 and convincing me
to return to my roots at GB. I want to thank all of our volunteer coaches that have jumped on
board and who continue to jump on board. The program, and especially the student-athletes, are
fortunate to have so much expertise and willingness to spend time on the mats with them. This
group has challenged each other on a daily basis to bring their A-game to every day, every
practice, every workout, and every match.

The 21st title is a special one for me, as I got to share it with my son Max and my brother
Wayne. It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that not many fathers, sons, and brothers can
only dream of, and one that will be with us the rest of our lives. I am so grateful to have had the
opportunity to do so. We are all very blessed.

So now the planning begins for the next cycle of Wildcats that will battle for a State Team
Title in 2023. There is a lot of work to be done, and you only get what you earn. We are going
to put our heads down, embrace the grind, enjoy the journey, and be the best version of
ourselves. It’s gonna' be fun! 

All the best,

Steve Martin
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